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Abstract

e Fractals refer to structures whose component parts
exhibit similarity to the whole in certain aspects. The
retinal microvascular system, as the only terminal
microvasculature that can be directly observed in vivo,
possesses a tree - like branching morphology that
conforms to the characteristics of fractals. Fractal
dimension (FD) is a numerical value that describes the
density and complexity of the overall retinal vascular
network, complementing the limitations of vessel density
alone in characterizing vascular structural features. In
recent years, the widespread application of optical
coherence tomography angiography (OCTA) has enabled
the visualization of blood flow across various retinal
capillary layers, thereby extending the concept of fractal
analysis to the retinal microvasculature. FD has been
demonstrated to serve as a novel potential biomarker for
ophthalmic conditions, including diabetic retinopathy,
glaucoma, age - related macular degeneration, high
myopia, and retinal vein occlusion, providing valuable
metrics for the early diagnosis of these diseases. This
review provides a comprehensive summary of the
definition, calculation methods, influencing factors, and
recent research developments regarding FD in various
ophthalmic disorders.
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1990 4F, Mainster " ¥ Y42 H A I8 158 5l Jok A e ik 22 4
(73 SR BAT 0B B RAE | 33— Fh il 0 28 00 TR AR 1Y
JUT S, A R P v A LA TUAT TSR B AR 1 )
Trik. AP SR H DOk BOR B2 RO BE 0K 708 20 #
JO7 T R AU A 1) 2 30 R D' 2 A 1 B J2= 41 4 L
1% (optical coherence tomography angiography, OCTA ) [ i
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FH A5 53T 53 B 0 B 3400 00 R i i 45 1Y) B L 43
TIF7E IR 28 40 B BEbpsyig vh A 1 2 i — e T
FATRLERT AT IAIR e il 2 X i R 2 W de A1t 1A
HIZSHHabR . BEIEPE 400 0 BB i A5 1) 1 48 A 222 1l
B9 (vascular density, VD) , 38 L4 M B 5 P AR A B
O3 U LR BRAR MR B A B It A P A 43 Sl A R
45 #4) A fig 1 B 1M % i 2% 19 20 % . 43 T8 4k 4 ( fractal
dimension, FD) 42 | IE 47 ] DLOR A X J7 10 B9 2
I, AR SO AR SR A T OCTA T Ak Wi 400 D) s 2 | 4
8 AOE O B R e L R v R A R 5 R 58 5 3 1) R ) AR
BT RHIE T i SR Al — 23R
1 53F FD IEX

RN RS AN IS W NS 3 G S |
S #1215 ( Benoit B. Mandelbrot) F 1975 AEE AR JH
BEBAUINE L, RY82EH DT 1986 452 H 15K
R IE S 48 21 R 53 ASE A 5 20 5 B R AH AL ) JE
EFRZ R GIE o FARRIE R 3T 5 B A B RRAE 17 X
FPARROTAE R R E A

FD i34 (4 52 BB B9 BN B2 A5 R B S5 M B A 4
EETLIYAR, FEFD (8, FD B 7SRRI A
23 (A A R, R AR RN Y 2R B
MR WL A (2 T ZZ [B) 1 B 4, ) LA B FD ARG L AR
MR TR Z R AE — R R R . —HERY S B TR
0 41 5 RN, A8 2 DA S B 2 i 3 F vp, TR G
LT T B 450K 2 A 0 AT 1 22 (R R) 4 B e %, HOL
Al SRR TN E L R R, 4R T
TCEN— 4 1) 12 B AR AL, AN [ 25 B L4 20 1 g~ T 2
AT 1M 2 Z A B4R . I aT UL (1) B E 1 %
BAERUA BRI T LA D B — I 2 i # ASARe AE | 171 20 i 4
BOW e R LA B B sh 5748467 5 (2) Bk FD AL
FWTER G I 73 SR FD R/ i e — 8
PRI I S BRAF 5T %t 42 %5 B 1 K /I, 40 Hamid 26 BF 5% &
B VD FlFD i 2 EAR G, (HJE FD B4 &
WA QL2 A5 B CHUREJEE ) ™, 33002 %5 5 46 b T A g
RBL
2 FD Wit E A EMITE R4

ST TIH5E FD B AR 2, &5
B AARRLE AR - R B O RS, NE AR
SCHRTT UL, 6B D0 5 11 A8 24 25 B, 4 TR 22 B8k 53 2R H
R T BRI — B 3 R GE SR T IR R
RN BT EOR M BT R R A 5 A T A X 4
Sy e SEBr ie  iz ARG 2 — it
JrRAF R FD AR R E A o R AT FD (E AR
4 . (1) Fractalyse : 2 3% 486 14, 75 B AE Image] F 5817,
SR LAEC O RO I EDE - B & 242 05 28R FD A (2)
Fractal analysis toolbox ; e B i , 75 B AE MATLAB &4z
11, RHETT 53158 FD {8 ; (3) FracLac application ;
B A, 7 B AE Image] V- 53847, [AIFER &gkt
B33 FD {H; (4) Singapore Eye Vessel Assessment
(SIVA) ; (5) Gnu Image Manipulation Program: 7E £& %2 %%
BAE,
3 &M FD WEME=X
3.1 EGMERE RIS AR T 2O R L8 &%

(fundus fluorescein angiography , FFA ) {4 K A 7775 B N5k
Iy AN e TR S IR D) A 22 1) I A I 40, AT OCTA 43 )22 43
PO B A vt RIS BRORH e i Y8 L DL D vhoes DA
3.5 F A0 A2 A Oy < A5 T [ 31 L PN A 0 A R AT A
TPEHE 3.5 A5 SR AR M 3 4% FD (H AN 23 B 22 I 3 ]
B3GR AE K, OCTA R AT 3k 8 DL e M1 oty 1
3 mmx3 mm B 6 mmx6 mm Y EURIEIT /8T .
S2AESHBMA TEA AL CH T
FE 2R WY A J5T T 4 X6 R0 D FEE il 45 D A B0 I o A
S0 PR L 0 ok R e O A SR VRS ok T A B AR ST AN
FERY IR . R, B A 52 B 0 L Rt e o &
FOMAR Y FD E AL, F Ot T HERRTESN
4 %M FD WAEEER
4.1 Fiy  BEAEOFIY MR DL A e IR JECRZ RGN 751
B FD AN 1.437, B S 4EIR R IR GRS sh
XAEETTT 40 %7 DAL 3 901 i vh 2 4F AR ARE AL hC 41
R JFRZ JEFF AT T 43T 4B, 235 5K S A0 D) I 5 A 1)
XY FD {H N 1.37+0.04, H 5F % 8 & A%, H
Magesan 25" fifi Fi| Fractalyse ffi {42387 T 116 M HE AAY
BHEDX OCTA (6 mmx6 mm) RGN, TEH IR B BE XA
I 5 % 2 B 4 I % P\ (superficial capillary plexus, SCP,
FD=1.93) FIVRJZ B4 1% P\ (deep capillary plexus, DCP,
FD=1.94) 1) FD {H Fifi 4 % 19 728 A6 I K 3% b 22 5 7T
J2 FH T R ) P % %) IX Sl R e ATy 5 AN TR T
4.2 ME  BEAESE AR RS BORE 9 Pl 7 5 & B0, 90 W) R o
B FD (5 MR R O OCY  m i E  FD (R
REL1S2 L A 1 P S i s Y i A )15 L
OCTA (6 mmx6 mm) 5% &, & 1L E B H B X R ZE B
S 1t A P IR 2 6 4 000 D Y FD B IE X IR 4
FHREAR (X P<0.01)'
4.3 EEZEZE Vergmann 260261 38 +F SIVAT.0 43 #7 DA 72
St 50° IR R F, & 30 7E A 2 0 AR SRR fiG v, A
PO JI 161787 F'D (B 32 %8 ph A PR DU, o5 8 531 54%
44 BRERKE  Tai %7 T SIVA4.0 5047 T 86 4 6-12
B AL BB 45° BRI IR A, & PRAE IR S < %
WA L A% PO B AR A AL X S FD {8, HIR b < 2 g 1
SNl mm,FD FF% 0.016 mm(P=0.024) ,
5 EE ANNERELE S FEFR

Fan 45 2347 T IE % A 31 44 59 HR3E i #87 f BR i
53 7 (ultra—wide—field fundus fluorescein angiography,
UWFA ) ZREU ] R 4 30T A8 1 48, S B0 o A4 199 s
M FD BI{EN 1.6+0.04, 5 4381 OCTA K45 ) B ) i
M FD B (1.7) FeA -2 HRF 43R 7
AR FD H(1.4) 5 Jehh, Fan 552 8 & 3 FD (HE
PESFIIR ) 1 22 5 15 4 SRR FD AE A7 A8 22 5], 80T
DX FD B (1.53) , 5 B A1 L IX I FD 218
e/ (1.46) 5 HLEF 258 BE .0 [MTBGZE , W) FD H3{E 8D (P<
0.001) . HLMREHE (& FD {H 5 4F 0 FISC 45 Fe 2 52 6 A0 ¢
(¥ P<0.05) ,fH 5 JE G EEHOTE i E M . Fang %571 R
J OCTA (3 mmx3 mm) (A58 3E— 25 & B4 e AR 1) 3L
R FD 5 (4708 FD=1.561, 1R FD=1.560) Z [f] B A K 4
IR XA (1CC=0.906,r=0.825) , 30 T 7ERF A 5 h i
PFG 38 1 X HER i R UM ] 194 22 S J2 A5 AE IE Y Rl B
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H—EME,
6 OCTAL MR M ER&E DN ERIBER P
N A
6.1 FERBUMBERET A 2016 4, Zahid %" HiC &
B PR AL R 5% 4% ( diabetic retinopathy , DR) £ 3 # 3
X SCP JZ(FD=1.563) F1 DCP J2Z(FD=1.599) /) FD {8 /%
) i T R SCP JZ (FD=1.638) #1 DCP JZ (FD =
1.719) (9 FD &, B (4 300 [0 JB 1 A 78 e S 1 k&6
B Chen 25— K I, DR IR FD i () B AR 7E
DCP JZ e R B 5, Sun 269 AU RTREMERF SR IESE T Bk
4536, SRR I 4 B SCP 2% FD {H5 DR (4 & 0
O, 1T IR PR 9 A 2 HR IS Rl il 45 A8 Ak T R B R R AR A
DCP JZ A SCP JZ, AN, Wu 25 ) —I5 R 3] 2 a 1Y
NI BF5E E— 2 & B, T2DM H 3% DCP )21 FD {H &A% 5
DR 2 & B XUBS: 3% fin k38 FH 5% (95% C1=1.268-4.867 , P =
0.008) , H. FD {E [ 20 A 7 DR 3 J& 0 I R $6 i 1 81 2 /i
BUAFAE T X B VR FD 2 W DR S Ak (0 78 7 A= 9 A

Stino 257X 179 i PR £ SR OCTA FIR 17
GYTEAHT I A B0, LR DR 4330 AH [ (%) 8 b s 583 22 R 1)
SCP 2 FD {8 M B K T 45 R [ 95% CI. - 0.007 ( -0.009,
-0.005),P<0.01) ], Hix#f2: 7 5 &R DR " E & T
K, IR X R 25 55 0T B8 A PR T 22 #5181 9 8 ) 2
T FE WG EA . Vajosevie 2677 X DR H A L 9 BE AR it
BRI T T 3 TR B B X L A3 AT, fH O R 2 B B X
SCP JZF1 DCP JZ1% FD B 76 5 M F 4 1 8 35 Z Rl A7 7
EER,

FE DR B0 1 JE A i A2 T 6 4 1 A5 P 2E T TR
A JCHE T X ( non—perfusion area, NPA) , NPA LUl EEAK
HE FFA A1 OCTA ,{H FFA J&— I Ak A, HAS REXT 9L
FRCAH M A 0 43 2 40 M Vujosevie 2578 & B85 BE X FD {4
55900 O BTGB 72 45 £ ( non —perfusion index of retina, NPI)
EHAAHK(P=0.60) , 1M Serra 25" 1 % B, B BE X I K st
DCP 1 SCP JZ 1 FD {H [ K (r=-0.83,P<0.0001;r =
-0.91,P<0.0001 ) F J& B BE ( lacunarity, LAC) F+ & (r =
0.35,P<0.03;r=0.43,P=0.007) 5 NPA 7E1E B YIHH X, 1
UE ST 88 B XA P9 BB 1 A8 43 T2 5 500/ 00 41 JE] NPA v
HIEAEVE R, 3X F2 B OCTA 1T LUIAE A —FhAT B A 1A 41 0
FEJE Rl NPA PO TCAN ik, BLAR BRI 53 B A R
It 50 1 B UK FD 5 DR E A0 A0 0 50 28 FH 56
SR FRAOR W BRATRAE TH B T 1),
6.2 HEFR R IE B BEAK B OB IR e M 1 BE UK ib ( diabetic
macular edema, DME ) J2 8 JR 5 H & 9077 B d i DL 1 it
P Hsiao 25 FIH OCTA 4387 T 41 115 8 BERUML S 2
Bz A A e, & 1 DME 88 35 4% 2% 19 F AL 5 IE W )
(best corrected visual acuity, BCVA) 5 DCP E&®AEH FD
R EHKE(P=0.024) ,iX K FD {H0] LIE R &1L DME
HEE RO EE BRI X R ) R B S8, Toma %5 & B, £F
BB UM AR Y NPDR &4 SCP JZ 1 DCP JZ1Y FD {H
P AR T O £k ¥ BT IX 3 10 45 R ) NPDR & (P =
0.005.,0.003) , HiX 22 5+ 7F DCP JZH s 0 g, 4 X
55 00 X 1 A A DA

H AL N B2 2E 4K Bl (vascular endothelial growth
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factor, VEGF) JGJ7 JEIR YT DME 19—k 7k, Elnahry 4]
SAHTXF T 40 X DME HR 422 52 DUARER B H0R 97 /S 1Y
OCTA B, K& BAYT IR A 19 FD (B 0 3% T, X EIRE
BREDCHE KPR, UERA BT VEGF 1697 Jo ik 5 2B Ik
DR SEE JEAT PR 0 00 5 i i 45 P A HL R Tz r s
= X BRZH, JC VPG TE AT 455250 VEGE 1697 5
Ay A EGL T FDEH TR B S EU R, MM
B GEE R ARE SR 9T DME (9 H 7 %, Gabriel 45 H 44
T H RO AN AR UK O (subthreshold micropulse
laser , SML) &7 W8 v 11 B 5K b 997 2%, & B SML 2 5
W RLBOCLH AR LG, A0 I J5E 0 bk 28 55 it 47 9 1 F8 AR A0 FD
VD SFEE U )RR A TR, B SML T AL T
WRBOEIRIT .

6.3 FHIR FOLMEMA EAF KU FE A, H
I3 5 5 1R T 8 5 I IR 400 ol 228 7 vy 2 A G
SRMLAT —LERIFTE R I | 1L PR R LA 7 DG HIR 119 J vh i
AT ZAINER . Shen 55 % B 5547 D e (4 1F %
ML (FD = 1.548 ) AH Lt J5 & P P41 #f 29 35 SE IR ( primary
angle closure glaucoma, PACG) & 2 1402 3k J& 6] 6 4 ifi.
BRI FD H(1.519) BEAL, H 524 45 )2 (retinal nerve
fiber layer, RNFL) JEBEUS /DA 56, Song %5 & 30, J5 &
8 74 & G IR ( primary open angle glaucoma, POAG) B3
A B 2 118 5 AR (superficial vascular complex,SVC)
(9 FD A (1.74) B0 BE 41 (1.81) B @R (P<0.001) , H.
5 RNFL JE /DA (r=0.723,P<0.001) , 58 FD {4
R RESE VAL T LR LA 70 A 08 R A e AR a5 . IR
AR ME 7 G HR (normal—tension glaucoma , NTG) Y & AL
RN oo o (BN (10 A i o S e o Bl
Lin 2517 % 905 fit R IR L, NTG 599071 3k &) Rl IX 38 6 40
I 9 FD R 2 AR (P<0.001) X ik — 42 S0 HF T8I
19 FD AT NTG 3% B H (9 T8 2 2y R B A5 =2 8] 1 G K
{HAEEE BT A0 W X 48], Wang 55 Fl Song 2514 4 & AN [a] 7™
AR LA NTG A 5 (@ ey BRZH Z (8] 19 FD (64 BT X3
XA e 5 EHE R E RO E AR X2 5 IFEA R R DA G,
PRI DG T NTG 835 00 19 RS v i A2 A A i T3 — 2L A
FEHL ) Tam S50 1 — IO T R IR Kk M S K
T YEHR (primary congenital glaucoma, PCG) & & A ) g
LA RS AR 6 20 145 ) )22 (radial peripapillary capillary
plexus, RPCP) 1y FD E¥ W EAMK TR R (P=
0.011,0.014) , LA EWFFEER/R T FD V5 LR i pi iy 4
PO JEE 11 A7 3 1 A A ) 2 b 35 0 R TR TE (L

6.4 MM ERERKPEZE 2021 4F, Ryu " B ¥ FD 1E K
PEA AR W i 43 2 #5 K B 2€ ( branch retinal vein occlusion,
BRVO) 8 88 B XL A8 22 1k B 78 AR 22—, Al AT R 19
JIES ™ B i i1 S S A B 1L 6 £ (ischemia index, ISI) <10% ,
KB BRVO 83 FD {E R AR F0I0 ™ 5 i 1l £9 7 55 2 80
(AUC=0.948,P<0.001) , A LAVE g VAL R 100 JE 98 72 114 T
BAEDR, Ouederni 2% XF Ho 1 40 W) B 7% Jhk BEL E ( retinal
vein occlusion, RVO) B & M R # 3¢ X DCP JZ i) FD {H
(FD=1.65+0.03) B A# XM AR (FD = 1.70+0.02) B . F%
iR (P<0.001) , H5H 1 BEAK(P=0.032) , NN
DCP JZ #) FD {H Al g J2 Wil RVO 2 3¢ 2 68 7 1Y
OCTA A=W #hr& . BRVO B35 T K I B BESE A K i 2
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B TR E SR Araki 2515 R ILT I & v B 2
FEZK R BRVO £835 9 40 I J 7K i IX 38k FD i (1.41+0.38)
% [7i) — L IR O ) At IX 8k FD {8 (1.71£0.08) LA Bz K IF:
R BEBEAE A X FD {8 (1.72£0.07) FEAIG, X — &
VR A T SE AR /K i X a0 0 55 £ 1t 55 445 ¥4 1 BB IR, FD [
AT LLHEAE BRVO S35 08 1 55 5 400 iy 455 2 4] i AR 0 i 8 A
AR K AR AL B B
6.5 FRHEX R M Hr Ak 8 PE A W A D& 1k B B
A5 P ( neovascular age — related macular degeneration,
nARMD ) J2: 5 H UL 40 7 B i 0 Jir DR 22— 3200 fh) 8 4
AiF 2 Jlk 25 BB 2B 1L % ( choroidal neovascularization, CNV ) [
R, Pt VEGF 67 H il EZ AT ik, 22 8%t
nARMD H % B 357 4 % OCTA S8 k1T T IR ABF5E,
Coscas 214 K, 23 VEGF 167 )5 , 1 shtE CNV 1% FD
B (1.44) B EMK T AETG sh P CNV (% FD {5 (1.50) , Serra
S R WL VEGF 3697 J5 B TE sh ¥ CNV 89 FD {8
(1.27) B B AR TR ZEI7 ARG Sh 1k CNV(1.40) BT
PRI ST 40 A B35 Sh i CNV 95 9 1 3 52 33 BT VEGF iR
I7 , TR HEBRBURAY FD (EJ2 5 Z KBt VEGF 577 X
A I A R IR AE A %, 1 Al-Sheikh 45 i) — I fff 5%
T WIETE Y CNV B FD (E(1.51) B & & FARS sh
CNV [ FD {H (1.35) , H7EdT VEGF 3397 )5 FDEAFT T
F(1.47) EW TG EhPE CNV G 25 F AR TS shE CNV T i
S 2R B LA 43 SR R IF IR SE T 40 VEGF 3497 X k4%
RE3 £ 1A BRI AE T . Be Ak, Pu 20T B FD {H A
BB A LA T A O S v S S 0 T TR o ) R 1
VAR, — B0 22 % PR 9F nARMD H 3 1Y FD {4 54t
VEGF 677 W5 Z [ M AH ek . Faatz %55 & BLIATT ATHE
7 FD {H 54T VEGF 3397 J5 CNV F5 4276 ah B 3% 41 %
(P<0.005) , Faghihi 2™ W &B#14A FD {H 5477 BCVA
AR R R A2 (P=0.023) , Huang % ' 254 T
FD {73 328005 55 OCTA M &Y CNV I3 4548 28,
57 T nARMD HE BT VEGF J5 % 336 7 SNz 4 FUm) 55 74 |
FEI R (0 TR, A AR B A AR B R YT T &
BT AHMI S HRIE, Yamk S Hig T I8 & Bk 4
BRHT A= 145 9% 2 ( pachychoroid neovasculopathy, PNV ) 5
nARMD & & 9 1 % 3 B B 4 1 % ( macular
neovasculopathy , MNV) i 55 i £ 1 &2 22 M & B, PNV ZH 11
I %) MNV /% FD {E 3G, i /0 d B =38 14 & Bl
REFATEZE S .
6.6 BELA LS S A T A Y R R A — R
UL B4 AN TE 2 B0 | 73 88 30T 400 S 3 ol 5 9 g — o 7 O
2, AT S BT U R 0 JIES 7 | 9 T A 40 O JES B 2 ok 4% e
PP s 457 252 3k B3 S i 5 400 I S L 4 S S e AR
FEMISE, FAE 2017 4F, Al-Sheikh %' i & 811 3 40 AR
AP 165 200 1ML A5 190 00055 %% B R D (i f 2 B AR ( P<0.001
M P=0.001) ,BEJ5 Qu % MRFSEhiEs: T _Eak4 e, [H)
BEL BT o BE T A B B X G I 2 8 (R R L
fo SRR DG 1Y RNFL A48 5 A7 0C, 2021 4, Liu 55 X5 0
oA 1T A5 a0 — 0 IX A 9, 2 B 5 30 v ol (1T, LA 7 o
Xof R PR AR I 2R 8 D) AR 5% I sl I S8, ) R 5 B
FR ok (W17 S5 A R R A O i) At SIE I HIR A e 5 00 R
I 1T A TR S kA A

7TINESRE

Bt 5 11 PR 5 AR 27 4 R 1 & ¢, OCTA 78 5 v 95 728 v
7SBS0 A i 3 {5 B AT AR A T Y LR AR
(B, (5 JEL gy IR S o 490 o 2 A 4l B AG A T L FD [
FHANIE T VD £ AE 1048 45 K4 4R 4507 T R AN A2, S e R
DR S A L 57 ) ) AR 52 %y T LA R T 2 AR R L
WICB] fEHE ASZHORATEOE W AN B 1 37 ik ) 39728 1k
% 4 DR ARMD \RVO 45 £ Ff R RS2 0 $2 488 708 19 4=
Y2250, RIS B AL TR A . PRI, FD 2
—AN0] BT HOR U 32 W T RO B A R A (A
2B W5, (A2 B e R A0 P 6 ] 45 R 48 Ak 8
I DL R Bt 1 i PR AN TR 450/ 22 TR 2R 1) B, I ff o
P SR I A FD ABRES (8, o (145 45 U 55 22 W] T
R TRE T E PR BEAE AR SR , A8 A SR T Jr K (1 i
I RBFTE 25 UE S FD AE A5 90 1A &k, sk, 36 F
OCTA REME AT LA L I 5545 )2 6 40 1l 45 R 4 ik B B 4
XA A5, AR ORI FE AT LASE— 2 404k, BF 55 AS T 9 05 4%
AL O 5 2 T G S5 A S B AR Ak, [RIEE SRR R
() OCTA S35 XoF # Io0 JIESAS [1) 2 T A9 0 s AN 58 4 — 3,
T AR RANTA] OCTA S A4 R0 I J52 430w LS o ity A
FRUELL KA T FD A R 58 o ik — 20 Lo g,

P 55 SR B A SORAATE R 25 0P 5

YE& STk A B 0 A8 I SO R S B O, MRS 5 TR R
VR S I SCE SO B . A A R 30 m) R e A 1Y
AR,

SEHk
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